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In this issue of ISNI News

Welcome to the latest edition of ISNI News! We at the ISNI International Agency (ISNI-IA)
hope this newsletter �nds you healthy and in good spirits, despite the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic.

In this issue, we introduce an array of new ISNI registration agencies (RAGs) and members.
You can �nd out more about each of these organizations in the Member Focus section of the
newsletter below. There are reports on the library sector’s growing use of ISNIs worldwide –
with a particular focus on progress made by new ISNI RAG KBR, on the British Library’s
and OCLC’s strategic initiative to load Library of Congress NACO name authority data
into the ISNI database, and on the ISNI Libraries Consultation Group’s survey which will
help to inform the ISNI-IA of the speci�c needs and interests of our library sector RAGs and
members alike.

Furthermore, there’s exciting news regarding the Emirates Literature Foundation’s ambitious
initiative to boost the visibility of Arabic authors online and raise their presence within the
ISNI database.

Finally, this issue of the newsletter shines a spotlight on the ISNI services currently available
to our members and to the public – providing a de�nitive list of the organization(s) in your
region from which you can get a new ISNI assignment, taking a look at the work being
carried out in relation to ISNIs in Québec and across Canada, and reporting on the
reinvigoration of the ISNI Technical Advisory Committee as of January 2021.

We’re delighted to report that Alaina-Marie Bassett has recently been appointed as the ISNI
International Agency’s Communications Manager. Some of you may be familiar with Alaina’s
work in her former position at Book Industry Communication (BIC) in the UK. Alaina will be
working on the marketing and communications strategy for ISNI, and she’s looking forward to
reporting on the work done and insights obtained over the coming year. In the meantime, please
feel free to contact either Alaina (alaina.isni@gmail.com) or Tim (tim@editeur.org) with
information regarding any developments, innovations or achievements within your organization,
sector or region in relation to ISNIs. Our intent is to increase the frequency of ISNI News and
report on new items as and when they occur. We’d be delighted to assist you in promoting the
exceptional ISNI-related work being carried out worldwide.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and would warmly welcome any feedback or suggestions for
future editions of ISNI News that you might have (including any upcoming projects and/or
developments that your organization is undertaking). Please do get in touch and keep us
informed.

Tim Devenport 
Executive Director, ISNI International Agency
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ISNI in the music industry

Spotify joins the ISNI roster

The ISNI standard continues to gain traction in the music industry on a global scale, driven
by the potential for ISNI assignment to disambiguate one creative artist from another for
applications in music discovery, rights and royalties management. Adding to the growing list
of high-pro�le member organizations within the music industry, we’re delighted that
Spotify – one of the biggest streaming platforms in the world – has now become an ISNI
member as of January 2021.

Spotify Senior Content Analyst Dana Puleo said ‘We’re delighted to be partnering with
ISNI. It’s no secret that metadata inconsistencies have been present for decades, and result in
a great deal of administrative complexity within the music industry. With a mission to
ensure unambiguous identi�cation of parties, ISNI enables and complements our e�orts to
ensure proper attribution and pave the way for a more e�cient, accurate, and transparent
representation of creators. We look forward to supporting this important work through our
increased engagement with the entire ISNI community in 2021 and beyond.’
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ISNI and libraries

ISNI and Linked Open Data exchanges

Interest in ISNI continues to grow within the library sector. In October 2020, KBR – the
National Library of Belgium – joined the community as a new ISNI RAG. Find out more
about KBR here. It has extensive plans to integrate ISNIs into its entire thesaurus of public
identities, covering contributors to not just contemporary printed books and the
National bibliography of Belgium, but also to manuscripts, music, newspapers, maps
and plans, coins and medals, prints and its rare books collections.

More recently, KBR has announced an ambitious new project that will promote the use of
ISNIs within Linked Open Data, aiming to make cultural heritage more accessible
worldwide. The international project team includes partner organizations ISNI-IA, the US
Library of Congress, Bibliothèque et Archives Nationales du Québec, the British Library,
OCLC, the Koninklijke Bibliotheek in the Netherlands, plus the Universities of Ghent and
Antwerp, and has attracted funding from the Belgian Science Policy O�ce (BELSPO).

This project – snappily entitled LOD-ISNI – Linked Open Data and ISNI as a crucial
bridge identifier for cultural heritage – will set the foundations for an international network
of LOD and ISNI users. It will explore novel uses of, and the advantages to be gained from,
LOD/ISNI information exchanges, and will support activities such as training, events, the
sharing of best practices, and understanding of the strategic steps necessary for the widest
dissemination of the underlying cultural heritage information.

Find out more about this project in your preferred language here: English, Dutch, French.
Further information will be added to these webpages as the project progresses.

The ISNI-IA will be launching its own Linked Data project later on this year. Further information
about this project and the facilities to be developed will be announced in due course.

BL, OCLC to load NACO name authorities into ISNI database

The British Library (BL) and OCLC are collaborating on a strategic initiative to enrich the
links between the international name authority �le of the Library of Congress and Program
for Cooperative Cataloging* (otherwise known as the LC-NACO �le) and the ISNI database.

Prior to 2016, NACO records were loaded into the ISNI database as part of a series of regular
data transfers from OCLC’s Virtual International Authority File (VIAF). In e�ect, these
transfers were the foundations of the ISNI database – but VIAF loads ceased from 2016 as
the ISNI database moved to an independent business model based on direct contributions of
data from its members and RAGs.

Now, the BL has prepared and submitted a ‘back �le’ of NACO records created over the last
5 years, for addition to the ISNI system. The NACO records have been enriched with
additional ISBN and title data from the BL’s catalogue and from the LC’s ‘Books All’ �le to
facilitate matching and disambiguation. Aligning the ISNI database with up-to-date NACO
name authorities will facilitate the integration of ISNIs into authority control work�ows
across the wider library sector and the Linked Data ecosystem.

As part of the update in the ISNI database, OCLC will also ensure that all LC-NACO IDs
and associated metadata that were added to the database as part of the pre-2016 VIAF loads
are upgraded to ‘direct source’ status, rather than relying on the original VIAF sub-source.
Subsequently, all the NACO URIs that have been linked to assigned ISNIs will also be
published within the LOD version of the ISNI public database that is scheduled to be
released later this year as an open resource for Linked Data projects.

The BL will work with Bibliographic Data Services, its contracted supplier of
cataloguing-in publication (CIP) records for the British National Bibliography (BNB), to
ensure that ISNIs are included in CIP records. This will be a precursor to a full
implementation of ISNIs in BL cataloguing work�ows, so that ongoing creation of new
NACO name authorities will automatially generate new ISNIs. ISNIs derived from NACO
correlations are already shown in the BL’s Linked Open Data BNB, and the 5-year update
will add many more ISNIs to that �le.

There will be further reports on project outcomes when the work is complete.

* The Program for Cooperative Cataloging (PCC) is an international cooperative effort aimed at
expanding access to library collections by providing useful, timely, and cost-effective cataloging
that meets the mutually-accepted standards of libraries around the world.

Participate in the ISNI Libraries Consultation Group survey

The ISNI Libraries Consultation Group invites ISNI members and RAGs from the library
sector to participate in its latest survey. To contribute, click here.

This survey will help inform the ISNI International Agency about the speci�c needs and
interests of the sector, with a particular focus on the utility and quality of ISNI services on
o�er, the issues experienced by libraries in relation to ISNIs, and how widely such issues are
felt. Responding to this survey will help the Consultation Group prioritize its workload and
highlight issues in common between the library community and other groups of ISNI users.

Participation in this survey is open to ISNI RAGs and members from the library sector only
(including libraries, library networks and consortia, library system vendors and other service
providers or intermediaries). The deadline for submissions is Friday 5th March 2021. Thank
you in advance for your responses.
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ISNI in publishing

ISNIs for Arab authors, Arabic writers

The Emirates Literature Foundation (ELF), based in Dubai, UAE – which has a speci�c
focus on the work of Arab authors and Arabic writers – became an ISNI Registration
Agency (RAG) in January 2021. Find out more about this RAG here. This latest addition
to the growing list of ISNI RAGs will provide a unique opportunity for the ISNI standard to
expand in geographic and linguistic areas previously under-represented, and ELF’s provision
of reliable, structured and high-quality Arabic- and English-language metadata will further
enrich the ISNI database.

By World Arabic Language Day 2022 (18th December), ELF – in association with Google –
intends to boost the presence and visibility of Arab authors online by dramatically increasing
the number of Wikipedia pages dedicated to those writing in English and Arabic across the
Middle East and North Africa region and beyond. You can read more about this inititive
here. As part of this Kateb Maktub project, each author will be assigned an ISNI. This
initiative, with the help of ISNIs, will ensure that Arab authors and Arabic writers are more
readily discovered online, levelling the playing �eld with their international peers, and thus
increasing awareness of and engagement with existing and new Arabic works and Arab
authors – which can only be a good thing for the worldwide supply chain and end-
consumers alike.
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ISNI Technical Advisory Committee

With a New Year comes a new resolution, and an opportunity to re�ect on the ISNI-IA’s
strategy and aspirations. As such, the ISNI Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) is back in
action. The TAC is an expert technical forum which identi�es, records and prioritizes any
issues and potential improvements and developments for the ISNI standard and the
associated services. A Structure and prioritization procedure document is in preparation and
will be made available to ISNI RAGs and members in due course.

At the January 2021 meeting, Emma Rogoz of the British Library and ISNI-IA’s Quality
Team was appointed as the Chairperson. The refreshed TAC – which currently includes sta�
from the British Library, OCLC, Bibliothèque nationale de France, the Chairpersons of ISNI
Music and Libraries Consultation Groups, and one colleague representing the PCC – meets
on a quarterly basis. If you work for an ISNI RAG or member organization, we actively
welcome your participation on this Committee. To get involved, e-mail Emma Rogoz or
Tim Devenport.

Regardless of your ISNI membership status, if you have any ISNI-related technical questions,
opinions, suggestions and/or requests for improvement, ISNI would love to hear from you.

Spotlight on ISNI services

ISNI developments in Québec and beyond

Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec (BAnQ) has been an ISNI RAG since July
2019, assigning ISNIs to local creatives and increasing the discoverability of cultural content
in Québec. A great deal of progress has been made by BAnQ and we’re delighted to report on
the range of online services on o�er (in both French and English), which include:

automatic assignment of an ISNI – to any person or organization that has created or
contributed to a Québec cultural creation – via the BAnQ legal deposit scheme;
online application to obtain an ISNI for persons and/or organizations that have created
or contributed to a Québec cultural creation but are not subject to the BAnQ legal
deposit requirement;
and a Frequently Asked Questions webpage.

Since mid-2019, BAnQ has assigned over 215,000 ISNIs to those associated with creative
works within the region, emphasising the development of, and ongoing support for, the ISNI
standard across Québec. In addition, BAnQ is about to launch an information campaign
targeting Québec’s creatives. We’re delighted to hear about this progress and would
encourage other RAGs to get in touch with their success stories too, for future editions of
ISNI News.

In addition to BAnQ, we note the ongoing support for the ISNI standard across Canada as a
whole; including services provided by BTLF, MacOdrum Library of Carleton University, and
BookNet Canada.

ISNI assignment services open to the public

Whilst a number of ISNI Registration Agencies (RAGs) concentrate on ISNI assignments to
serve their own core missions (for example, as part of library cataloguing or legal deposit
work�ows), at least ten RAGs deliberately o�er public-access services to allow anyone to
request ISNI assignments for creative individuals online. A dedicated ‘Get an ISNI’ page on
the ISNI website points the interested user to agency services in a number of specialized areas.
Some of the RAGs involved include:

Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec (BAnQ) – supporting ISNI
assignment to those contributing to the creation of Québec cultural content;
Bibliothèque nationale de France – providing ISNIs for the scope of the French
legal deposit;
British Library – providing individual or bulk registration of ISNIs for creatives. An
easy-to-use registration portal will be available soon;
Identi�cation Agency (IDA) – o�ering Russian language services;
National Assembly Library of Korea – providing ISNI assignments for creative
individuals active in Korea;
Numerical Gurus – providing individual or bulk registrations of ISNIs for creatives;
Quansic – focusing on ISNIs for the music industry;
Ringgold – specializing in ISNIs for organizations;
Sound Credit – providing automated ISNIs for music industry individuals during
free account creation.

Terms and conditions vary between suppliers, with some providing the assignment-request
service free of charge and others asking a small fee to defray operating expenses. But in all
cases, the RAG involved retains responsibility for the quality and curation of the metadata
supplied to ISNI – reinforcing the gate-keeping role of the Registration Agency in ISNI
identi�er assignment.
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Member focus

Emirates Literature Foundation

The Foundation (ELF) has a speci�c focus on the
work of Arab authors. Based in Dubai, UAE, it

recently became an ISNI Registration Agency with the mission of extending ISNI
assignments to authors writing in Arabic across the MENA region and beyond. The
RAG’s activities are themselves part of ELF’s wider Kateb Maktub initiative, which
aims to create awareness of the vital importance of open and reliable information
online and to increase the volume of structured information available on Arab authors.

Muso.AI

Muso.AI, with o�ces in the Netherlands and the United
States, also became an ISNI RAG from the beginning of 2021.
The company helps thousands of parties active in the music
industry to capture and maintain creative credits, so that
attribution and associated rights can be correctly administered.

Currently, Muso.AI is o�ering services to streaming services and labels, allowing them
to discover existing ISNIs or have new ones assigned as a vital component in the
metadata puzzle.

Universiteitsbibliotheek Groningen

The Universiteitsbibliotheek Groningen becomes the 11th
of the so-called ‘UKB’ libraries (and the 12th library overall) in
the Netherlands to join ISNI under an arrangement facilitated
by SURF – the collaborative organization for ICT in Dutch education and research.
Members of the group have already made considerable strides in introducing ISNI into
their cataloguing and identity-management work�ows as well as developing Dutch-
language introductory and training materials.

Spotify

Spotify is one of the biggest audio streaming
platforms in the world, and it became an ISNI Member from January 2021.
Headquartered in Sweden but with outlets and operations around the world, Spotify
becomes another major player in the music industry to explore and utilize the ISNI
identi�ers assigned to creators – including composers, performers, producers and other
creative contributors in the music-industry supply chain.

KBR: nationale bibliotheek van
België / la bibliothèque nationale
de la Belgique

KBR became an ISNI Registration Agency in October 2020. KBR is the national
scienti�c library of Belgium and collects all Belgian publications. The institution
preserves, manages and studies more than 8 million documents – a rich cultural and
historical heritage. KBR provides access to all information in its collections, facilitates
research and o�ers a broad cultural experience.

If your organization or company is not yet an ISNI RAG or member, but you would like to
discuss the bene�ts of joining, please get in touch with our Executive Director, Tim
Devenport.
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In future issues

Next time, watch out for details on the rollout of the British Library’s ISNI registration portal 
and more on Linked Data.

For further details, contact

Tim Devenport, Executive Director, ISNI-IA
c ⁄o EDItEUR 
United House, North Road 
London N7 9DP 
UK

ISNI: 0000 0004 5913 7837 
E-mail: tim@editeur.org or info@isni.org
Phone: +44 20 7503 6418
Twitter: @isni_ID

Privacy policy

ISNI’s privacy policy, together with descriptions of related policies on data and data quality,
can be reviewed via the Resources section of the ISNI website. If you no longer wish to
receive updates on ISNI’s activities via ISNI News, or if your contact details need updating,
then please let us know (via info@isni.org). Copies of ISNI News can also be viewed on the
ISNI website.
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